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CALLING ALL HEROES 


Honor the fighting men of your town by inviting ali veteran and active 
wearers of the Combat Infantry Badge to bring their dates free to see 
themselves in ‘‘Combat Squad’’—two tickets for the price of one. 
Stage a special gala Combat Infantry evening—preferably on open- 
ing night—with a special section reserved for the city's vets. Invite 
high ranking officers in area as guests of honor. 


RECRUITING DRIVES 


Use “Combat Squad” as the rallying point for recruiting campaigns 
of civil and military defense organizations. Offer cooperation, includ- 
ing space in your theatre, to the Red Cross blood campaigns, CD 
drives, etc. Use copy reading: ‘Back the Combat Squads . . . See 
‘Combat Squad'!"’ lilustrate your Red Cross drive with Still No. 15. 


‘COMBAT SQUAD’ IN LOBBY 


Knock their eyes out with a combat squad in your lobby by blowing 
up Still Nos. 34, 41, 7, 11 and front-line girl Still No. 5, and posting 
them where their guns will cover everybody passing by your theatre. 
Build all displays around Still No. 39, left. 


I3=S8econd Radio Spot 


Live the thrills of ahead-of-the-front-lines excitement... 


foliow the sergeant’s boys through curtains of flame... 


see love under fire in ‘“‘Combat Squad” .. . the real pic- 
ture about hand-to-hand war! See “Combat Squad’”’ now 
at the State Theatre! 





Help Vets 
Get Their 
Medais 


Every veteran in your town 
is entitled to medals—one 
for every ribbon and com- 
bat star he received during 
his time of service! Help 
the GI’s get their medals— 
and make your ‘‘Combat 
Squad” playdate a center 
of city attention—by offer- 
ing free mailing for all 
medal requests written at a 
desk specially provided for 
that purpose in your lobby. 
All the vet has to do is in- 
clude a copy of his dis- 
charge certificate, and a 
request for his medals, in 
an envelope which is ad- 


dressed to: 


Decorations and Awards 
Branch, Adjutant Gener- 
al’s Office, Department 
of the Army, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


Publicize the stunt extens- 
ively, via newspaper, radio 
and TV programs. Arrange 
for newspaper publication 
of photos of veterans ap- 


plying for their medals, as 


well as air and newspaper 


interviews. 





OVERSEAS MAIL 


Set up a desk in your lobby with thea- 
tre stationery and invite patrons to 
write to their men in the combat 
squads, with theatre mailing the let- 
ters and paying the postage. Publicize 
the stunt in the press with pictures of 
mothers and sweethearts writing let- 
ers in your lobby. Be sure you get 
prominent picture and theatre men- 
tion in the publicity. 





‘COMBAT SQUAD’ EQUIPMENT 


With the cooperation of your local army office show the folks in your town what the boys wear 
in action. Set up an exhibit of combat wear and weapons in your lobby or in a prominent win- 
dow, with a liberal display of stills including Still No. 41, above. Tie it up with the local recruiting 
program by having the army set up a recruiting desk or poster with the display. Suggested 
copy: ‘C'mon! Let's Go! See Columbia Pictures’ ‘Combat Squad’ in Action at the State!"’ 





MARTIAL MUSIC 


Work with disc. jockeys in setting up a special 


program of marches and sentimental G.I. song 
hits, in honor of the men of the *‘Combat Squad,” 
wherever they may be. In addition, a contest 
might be worked out around the songs and music 
played, with radio audiences guessing the names 
of the battle song favorites played. Use this 
same martiai-music angle in your own theatre, 
following your public address system playing 
of a march or other martial tune at show 
breaks with the anouncement of your forthcom- 


ing ‘Combat Squad”’ playdate. 


TRAILER, STILL SETS 


Pre-sell the excitement of ‘*Combat Squad” with 
this trailer which gives your patrons a closer look 
at the thrill-filled life, love and glory ahead-of- 
the-front-lines than anything else they have ever 
seen. Order the trailer from your National Screen 
Service exchange for frequent showings starting 
well in advance of playdate. Also available at 
National Screen are the following four still sets: 
1) set of 25 flat stills; 2) set of 10 uprights; 3) art 
set of 3 (photographic reproductions of key ad 
and poster art); 4) publicity-exploitation set (stills 


used in publicity and exploitation campaigns). 
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The Wheel 


ager-Beaver The Comic 


CAST and 


Sgt. Fletcher. ..John Ireland 
Lon McCallister 

Hal March 

George E. Stone 

Norman Leavitt 

Myron Healey 

Sgt. Wiley....Don Haggerty 
Capt. Johnson... .Tris Coffin 
Garvin David Holt 


CREDITS 


Dick Fortune 

Robert Easton 

.. Jill Hollingsworth 

Linda Danson 

Neva Gilbert 

Patricia Eilean Howe 

Colonel Paul Keast 

G. I. (Hero)... .Dirk Evans 
G. I. (Wounded) 








Bob Peoples 


Story and Screen Play by Wyott Ordung; Directed by Cy 
Roth; Assistant Director, Mack V. Wright; Music Composed 
and Conducted by Paul Dunlap; Director of Photography, 
Charles Van Enger; Production Designer, Ben Hayne; Film 
Editor, Harry Gerstad, A.C.E.; Production Supervisor, Bart 
Carre; Script Supervisor, Dan Alexander; Wardrobe, Izzy 
Berne; Special Effects, Donald Steward; Make-up, Dan Green- 
way; Dialogue Director, Don Brodie; Sound Engineer, Victor 
Appel; Set Dressings, E. H. Reif; Property Master, Samuel 
Gordon; Optical Effects, Ray Mercer, A.S.C.; Producd by Jerry 
Thomas. A Columbia Picture. 


STORY 
(Not for Publication) 


A green replacement, Martin (Lon McCallister) watches 
tough Sgt. Fletcher (John Ireland) as he destroys an enemy 
pillbox on a Korean hillside and, later, smashes an enemy 
roadblock. Martin himself is kept out of combat by Fletcher 
and not even the platoon’s medic (George E. Stone) can curb 
his resentment. When Fletcher is ordered out to clean out 
snipers, with Martin and two other replacements, a seasoned 
soldier, Gordon, (Hal March) tags along, as does the medic, 
who is killed. Fletcher exposes himself as a target to the last 
sniper, giving Martin and Gordon a chance to shoot. Gordon’s 
gun jams. Martin kills the sniper; he has finally grown up to 
be a soldier in Fletcher’s eyes. 


MEET THE 
DOGFACES... Yi 


... All mud on the outside, all men on the 





inside as all fury breaks loose on Sniper Ridge! 


(Running Time: 72 Minutes) 








“4 don’t care what 





you do when I’m 


gone—just be Official Billing 


here when I 3 
get back!” 
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"Nobody lives forever - 


CMON! LETS GO!" 





saving JOHN RELAND + LON MoCALLSTER =? Wie 
with Hal March © George E. Stone - Story and Screen Play by WYOTT ORDUNG 
Produced by JERRY THOMAS - Directed by CY ROTH 
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Meet the Dog Faces... 


.. All mud on the outside, 
all men on the inside as 







all fury breaks loose 
on Sniper Ridge! 













RELAND-MeCALSTE 


HAL MARCH: GEORGE E. STONE 


starring 

i JOHN LON \ 

IRELAND - McCALLISTERS 
HAL MARCH « GEORGE &, STONE 


Story and Screen Play by WYOTT ORDUNG 
Produced by JERRY THOMAS + Directed by CY ROTH 


/ A COLUMBIA PICTURE 





WVOTT ORDUNG * JERRY THOMAS * CY ROTH 


. A COLUMBIA PICTURE 


Ad Mat No. 103—73 Lines 
ee ee es 





274-Line Ad Mat No. 202—2 Cols. x 137 Lines 


Note! 


Be sure to see 412-Line Ad Mat No. 401 (4 Cols. x 103 


starting JOHN IRELAND 





LON McCALLISTER Lines) which appears on the front cover of this press- 
with HAL MARCH » GEORGE E. STONE : ; ; A ; ; 
Story and Screen Play by WYOTT ORDUNG book. This ad is also available in 3-column size and is 

Produced by JERRY THOMAS * Directed by CY ROTH 


illustrated on page 4. 


Ad Mat No. 101—19 Lines 
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Combat Squad’ Rugged New Drama 
Of Infantry in Muddy, Bloody Action 





Mat 1-A; Still No. 5 


JOHN IRELAND, who stars with 
Lon McCallister in Columbia’s 
“Combat Squad” atthe ....... 
Theatre, meets lovely Linda Dan- 
son behind the lines. 


‘Combat Squad’ Star 
Acts Between Naps 


John Ireland, who has star- 
red in many great action roles, 
believes in obtaining the best 
results, movie-wise, with the 
least expenditure of energy. 
Like the tough, efficient combat 
platoon leader he portrays in 
Columbia Pictures’ ‘Combat 
Squad,” co-starring Lon Mc- 
Callister at the ................ Thea- 
tre, Ireland can, and does, relax 
at the drop of a hat. As soon 
as his director announces com- 
pletion of a scene during shoot- 
ing, Ireland immediately heads 
for a cool corner and a nap. 

John’s easy-going attitude 
around the studio sound stage 
is typical of his career, in 
which he has achieved suc- 
cess more by taking advantage 
of opportunities than by spend- 
ing ‘his energies in pursuit 
of advancement. He literally 
“swam” his way into show 
business as a participant in 
the William Wrigley marathon 
swim in Toronto in 1935 and 
later in a water carnival. 

Strangely enough, John’s 
lackadaisical attitude drops the 
moment he steps onto a stage 
for he immediately transforms 
himself’ into the vigorous, in- 
tense characters he portrayed 
in “Red River,” “Cargo to Cape- 
town” and “Little Big Horn.” 


There’s Always Water! 


If John Ireland’s career as 
an actor should suddenly end, 
he can always take to the 
water for a living. Ireland, who 
co-stars with Lon McCallister 
in Columbia Pictures’ “Com- 
bat Squad,” now at the .............. 
Theatre, was a participant in 
the William Wrigley marathon 
swim in Toronto years ago and 
worked in a water carnival. 





(Review) 

The stern reality of men in 
battle—stripped of the false 
heroics and the trappings of 
glory—is thrillingly faced up 
to in Columbia Pictures’ ‘“(Com- 
bat Squad,” which opened yes- 
terday at the’ ..4............ Theatre. 
John Ireland and Lon McCal- 
lister are starred in this blis- 
tering account of what the foot 


McCallister Made 
Bow When Only 12 


Lon McCallister’s screen car- 
eer contradicts the accepted 
theory that the best way to get 
a break in Hollywood is to first 
win fame somewhere else. 
Born and raised in Los An- 
geles, he is strictly a local boy 
who made good. 

McCallister, who is co-star- 
red with John Ireland at the 
Resear fk: Theatre in Columbia 
Pictures’ “Combat Squad,” has 
been making good ever since 
he was 12 years old when he 
appeared in “Romeo and Jul- 
iet.” But his first big screen 
break came when he won the 
role of California in “Stage 
Door Canteen.” Critics acclaim- 
ed his performance and he was 
well on the way to winning 
even more important parts 
when his wartime service in- 
tervened. 

McCallister’s first post-war 
film was “Home in Indiana.” 
Since then he has amassed an 
enviable list of top credits that 
include the “Red House,” 
“Montana Territory,” “Scudda 
Hoo, Scudda Hay,” “A Yank 
in Korea,” and “Winged Vic- 
tory.” 


‘Combat Squad’ G.I. 
Wrote Own Story 


A G. I.’s exasperation with 
the fanciful tales told by most 
war pictures during World 
War II resulted in Columbia 
Pictures’ “Combat Squad,” the 
new action drama_ starring 
John Ireland and Lon McCal- 
lister atthe cis. Theatre. 

While serving as a flame- 
thrower operator in the South 
Pacific, G. I. Wyott Ordung 
vowed some day to write a 
picture which would show 
combat life as it really is. 

Upon his discharge from the 
service, Ordung pounded out 
his version of what a war 
screen play should be and then 
set it aside. He brought it up 
to date by using the Korean 
front as a locale. The result is 
“Combat Squad.” 


He Started Young 


Lon McCallister believes in 
starting young. The handsome 
young star, currently seen with 
John Ireland in Columbia Pic- 
tures’ “Combat Squad,” now at 
the Theatre, secured 
his first picture role when 12 
years old, in “Romeo and Jul- 
iet.” Subsequently he spent 
many years in radio and then 
returned to films in “Stage 
Door Canteen.” 


soldier must endure in a tough 
war theatre. 

The parades, the dress uni- 
forms, the piping of fifes and 
the rolling of drums have been 
left behind in “Combat Squad,” 
the stark picture of what the 
average dogface must face as 
he marches up one weary hill 
after another. Here, like a jolt 
to the jaw, is the undiluted 
picture of how the infantry- 
man endures the fury of war. 

In “Combat Squad,” Ireland 
plays a hard-bitten sergeant, a 
combat veteran, who efficiently 
faces up the needs of the mo- 
ment and, at the same time, 
nurses a batch of green replace- 
ments into seasoned fighting 
men. Combat action in the film 
includes the taking of an en- 
emy machine gun position, the 
clearing of a roadblock that 
has been holding up the ad- 
vance, and the fliushing-out of 
snipers in a dense Korean for- 
est. 

McCallister, an eager but in- 
experienced soldier, smarts un- 
der Ireland’s rough-handed 
treatment until, in the final 
test of combat, he gets his 
chance to prove himself. Ire- 
land is sent, with Martin and 
two other green G. I.’s, to wipe 
out a sniper nest. An experi- 
enced rifleman, played by Hal 
March, tags along, as does 
the platoon medic, George E. 
Stone. The sole surviving snip- 
er proves too smart to fall for 
the usual bait and Ireland, in 
order to draw his fire and 
make him reveal his hiding 
place, offers himself as a tar- 
get. It is at this critical junc- 
ture that McCallister shows his 
mettle and emerges a seasoned 
veteran. 

“Combat Squad” was written 
for the screen by Wyott Or- 
dung who also wrote the story. 
Cy Roth directed the new war 
drama for producer Jerry 
Thomas. 


“Combat Squad” Mat 2-B; Still No. 15 





“Combat Squad” Mat 2-A; Still No. 75 


“COMBAT SQUAD,” Columbia Pictures’ rugged new drama of the 
infantryman in action, stars John Ireland, left, and Lon McCallister, 
center. Hal March, right, and George E. Stone are featured. 





John Ireland, Lon McCallister 
Top Players in ‘Combat Squad’ 


(General Advance) 

A bald, unvarnished account 
of what the slogging infantry- 
man endures in action is said 
to be graphically set down in 
Columbia Pictures’ “Combat 


Squad,” which, starting on 
sats ait , will be the new film 
at? the: 2250. Theatre. John 


Ireland is starred as a battle- 
seasoned sergeant together 
with Lon McCallister who por- 
trays a green infantry replace- 
ment. 

“Combat Squad” takes audi- 
ences on a front-line tour of an 
infantry platoon engaged in a 
life-and-death struggle for a 
few feet of ground. Here is a 
picture, with more emphasis 
on the guts and less on the 





eee 


WOUNDED IN ACTION, a “Combat Squad” infantryman is given 
blood by George E. Stone, in the new Columbia drama at the ...... 
Theatre. John Ireland, watching, is starred with Lon McCallister in 


“Combat Squad.” 





glory, of what the average G. I. 
experiences when ordered to 
take an enemy machine-gun 
position on some desolate hill- 
side, to smash through a road- 
block or to flush out hidden 
snipers. 

Ireland portrays the tired 
veteran who carefully nurses 
himself and his _ platoon 
through dangerous days on 
murderous hills. In the squad’s 
first action of the film, Ireland 
is ordered to take an enemy 
position that dominates a hill- 
side. The unseen enemy liter- 
ally looks down their throats 
with death-dealing machine- 
guns. When a frontal attack 
fails, Ireland calls for a flame- 
thrower and leads the assault 
himself. He orders McCallister, 
untried in battle, to the rear; 
the youth frets at the veteran’s 
rough handling. 

But it is during the platoon’s 
toughest assignment, wherein 
Ireland is sent to flush out 
troublesome snipers and, at the 
same time, blood the green re- 
placements that McCallister 
comes to military maturity. 

In “Combat Squad,” the stars 
are supported by Hal March, 
who plays a seasoned rifleman 
in Ireland’s platoon, and 
George E. Stone as an heroic 
medic, a veteran of three wars. 
Story and screen play of 
“Combat Squad” were penned 
by Wyott -Ordung. Cy Roth di- 
rected the new Columbia war 
drama for producer Jerry 
Thomas. 


‘Combat Squad’ 


Columbia Pictures’ “Combat 
Squad”? opens (50.4.3 at the 
Rtas oft Theatre. John Ireland, 
as a battle-hardened sergeant, 
and Lon McCallister, as a 
green replacement in Korea, 
are starred, with Hal March 
and George E. Stone featured. 
Wyott Ordung’s story and 
screen play for “Combat 
Squad” were directed by Cy 
Roth and produced by Jerry 
Thomas. 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 
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